
     

SPIMA Therapeu.cs Launches to Transform Pep.de-Based Immunotherapies 
and Announces Global Licensing Agreement with SATT AxLR 

 
Montpellier, France - September 30, 2024 - SPIMA Therapeu/cs, a company incorporated in April 2024 to 
develop innova/ve pep/de-based immunotherapies for difficult-to-reach targets, especially protein-
protein interac/ons, launches with a signed global exclusive license agreement with SATT AxLR for its lead 
drug candidate, SPM001. SPM001 is a stapled pep/de designed to block the Myddosome complex with 
excep/onal pharmacological proper/es and the poten/al to address severe immunological disorders and 
aggressive cancers characterized by MyD88 muta/ons.  
 
“I co-founded SPIMA driven by my strong belief in the vast poten/al of pep/de therapeu/cs, which 
uniquely blend the best quali/es of small and large molecules and offer excep/onal specificity, 
effec/veness, and promising drug-like proper/es. I am equally impressed by the excep/onal scien/fic 
exper/se and complementary strengths of the co-founding team, which posi/ons SPIMA to lead significant 
advances in pep/de-based therapies” said Mohamed Haitham Ayad, RPh, Ph.D., CEO and co-founder of 
SPIMA Therapeu/cs. “Partnering with SATT AxLR marks a major milestone for SPIMA in advancing SPM001 
towards clinical development.”  
 
“We are thrilled to partner with SPIMA Therapeu/cs to bring this promising therapy to the forefront of 
medicine," added Philippe Nérin, President of SATT AxLR. "This project has benefited from an investment 
of nearly €1 million from SATT AxLR and support from our incubator, the TTF Factory program. SPIMA's 
highly competent co-founding team, combined with our financial and opera/onal resources, has the 
poten/al to make a significant impact on pa/ents' lives and turn this academic innova/on into a 
commercial success.” 
 
SPIMA Therapeu/cs was co-founded by Prof. Chris/an Jorgensen, Prof. Jean Mar/nez, Dr. Florence 
Apparailly, Dr. Muriel Amblard, and Landmark BioVentures AG (LBV), an integrated and agile biotech hub-
and-spoke company. SPIMA benefits from strong links with two ins/tutes that support ongoing cudng-
edge research, namely the Ins/tute for Regenera/ve Medicine and Biotherapy (IRMB), led by Prof. 
Chris/an Jorgensen, and the Ins/tut des Biomolécules Max Mousseron (IBMM), founded by Prof. Jean 
Mar/nez. The company is based at the IHU Immun4cure, a University Hospital Center of Excellence 
specializing in systemic autoimmune diseases. This loca/on provides SPIMA with access to world-class 
transla/onal and clinical resources. SPIMA also collaborates with the laboratory of Dr. Florence Apparailly, 
a recognized expert in rheumatology and the development of targeted immunotherapies, at IRMB. 

https://axlr.com/?lang=en
https://www.landmarkbioventures.com/


Addi/onally, SPIMA maintains close /es with the laboratory of Dr. Muriel Amblard, a leading expert in the 
design and synthesis of pep/de-based drugs, at IBMM.  
 
The crea/on of SPIMA Therapeu/cs is part of the Medvallée ini/a/ve, aiming to posi/on Montpellier as 
the Capital of Global Health. It is also the first start-up to emerge from the Immun4Cure IHU, supported 
by the Montpellier University Hospital, the University of Montpellier, and INSERM. 
 
“I’ve personally supported this program from the start and am glad to con/nue this journey with such a 
brilliant team of pep/de and immunology researchers,” said Zaki Sellam, co-founder and CEO of Landmark 
BioVentures AG. “This is a major step in the expansion of our biotech start-up nexus and we believe that 
SPIMA Therapeu/cs has the poten/al to address undruggable targets with mul/ple applica/ons in a very 
transforma/ve and meaningful way.” 

About SPIMA Therapeutics 

SPIMA Therapeu/cs is a pioneering preclinical-stage company developing innovative peptide-based 
immunotherapies for difficult-to-reach targets, especially protein-protein interactions. The company is 
dedicated to bringing innovative medicines to patients, particularly for diseases involving complex 
immunological pathways. SPIMA was founded in April 2024 with brilliant researchers from the Ins/tute of 
Regenera/ve Medicine and Biotherapy (IRMB) and the Ins/tut des Biomolécules Max Mousseron (IBMM). 
For more information, visit www.spima-therapeutics.com or follow us on LinkedIn. 

About SPM001 

SPM001, SPIMA’s lead candidate, targets the Myddosome complex, a key untapped actor in the 
dysregulated innate inflammatory process. Demonstra/ng excep/onal drug-like proper/es, SPM001 holds 
the poten/al to become a first-in-class treatment for severe immunological disorders and aggressive 
cancers driven by MyD88 muta/on. 

About SATT AxLR 

SATT AxLR is a technology transfer accelera/on company focused on the matura/on and 
commercializa/on of innova/ve projects from public research. It collaborates with numerous public 
research laboratories in Occitanie, one of the most dynamic regions in France and Europe. Since its 
incep/on, SATT AxLR has funded 196 innova/on programs, invested €77 million, signed 202 transfer 
contracts with companies, and supported 134 startups. For more information visit our website or follow 
us on LinkedIn.  

About Landmark BioVentures AG 

Landmark BioVentures AG (LBV), founded in 2021 and headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, is an 
integrated and agile biotech hub-and-spoke company. LBV takes a unique model focused on lean 
opera/ons, smart capital alloca/on, and a diversified yet complementary pipeline of 10 first-in-class 
therapeu/cs, each being developed within a nexus of 7 startups built from the ground up. Led by a 

http://www.spima-therapeutics.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spima-therapeutics/posts/?feedView=all
https://axlr.com/?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/satt-axlr/


seasoned mul/disciplinary team of drug developers, entrepreneurs, and deal makers, LBV harnesses its 
unique drug development exper/se and opportunis/c and crea/ve deal-making in resource-constrained 
environments to streamline drug development by star/ng with the end in mind. For more informa/on, 
visit www.landmarkbioventures.com or follow us on LinkedIn. 
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